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1 (Sun) 11:00 am CA®/EE / July Shotsuki Memorial Service
8 (Sun) 11:00 am BEEfLIZFE / Sunday Service |
14 (Sat) 11am - 3pm JCS 7 11 k/Fete@Auburn Community Picnic Area
15 (Sun) 11:00 am BEEfLE / Sunday Service
16 (Mon) ([ AFEFHRFETT / New Bulletin Issue ]
22 (Sun) 11:00 am BEE#L#E / Sunday Service
29 (Sun) K EE / No Service
Aug 5 (Sun) 11:00 am B#%L#F / Sunday Service
12 (Sun) 11:00 am ZREESEE/O-Bon Service Guest: Rev George Gatenby
BRIIFHZH TI/Please bring one dish to share !
19 (Sun) 1 1 OO am EIHE*LE / Sunday Serwce
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In the past month, donations to the amount of 1,210.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $12.00 in the donation box which also deposited to the Hongwanji The HBMA acknowledges
the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations. In Gassho,

* Mrs Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Husband (Mr Len Browne)’ s 3rd year Memorial and donations.
* Japan Club of Sydney (May & June) — Honorarium for printing

* Buddhist Council Chaplain fund — Honorarium for printing

* Phuoc Hue Temple— Special donation for Vesak

Thank you very much in Gassho
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HBMA News

i Rev Watanabe attended the

“W + Vesak ceremony at Phuoc Hue .
Buddhist Monastery on 27 May 2018

H
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# Rev Watanabe attended
* AGM of the Buddhist Coun-
L cil of NSW held at the Jong-
. bopsa Korean Temple in

5’:. KINH MUNG PHAT DAN 2642 ’

HAPPY VESAK DAY 26-27/03/201% .z

After the regu-
' - *®lar Sunday ser-
Together we all celebrated Buddha’s birth, enlightenment, and en- vice on 17 June,
tered Nirvana. (27/5/18) Rev Watanabe went to
join the AGM of the ..
Buddhist Council of |

Rev Watanabe once again was
invited to attend Vesak cere-
mony by the Senior Venerable |
Thick Phuoc Tan OAM, Abbot =
and the Ex- &
ecutive

at a Korean temple in |
Belfield. The meeting
was started at 2pm.
During the meeting,
Mr Brian White, the
president of BCNSW =
who has been serving as a chairman since 2006, an-
nounced his retirement. It was a big surprise but Rev
Watanabe expressed words of appreciation to him for
his longtime dedication to our Buddhist com- Wﬁ

. Sunday 27 May 2018.
% After all the mes-
;sages, the Sangha
| group offered their |
* chanting and I also
— “ chanted on behalf of |
Mfﬁbemﬂl Japanese  Buddhist
Ven Thick Phuoe Tan ¢,y iy ynity. In Gassho,

Buddhist Scripture Class
at Gordon West

munity. In Gassho,

ani| WG S
- ~

Public School!

Rev Watanabe joined
the Royal North Shore
Hospital Volunteer
W Appreciation Day

Under the guidance of Rev Wa-
tanabe, Buddhist Scripture class
students at Gordon West Public
School are learning more about
the teaching of Buddha as well
as Sakyamuni Buddha’s life sto-
ries every
Wednes-
days.
During this =
month  of
June, children learnt about the
Eightfold Noble Path and tried to
remember them. All the children £ 8
have been making wonderful
drawings! In Gassho

|

n

n

n

u

- g y

| ,..'...‘ﬁ During National Vol-
| unteer Week at the
: ‘ J end of May, RNSH organised
M| Reverend with Ms Anna Bosch. a Volunteer Apprematlon
u

|

|

|

|

n

n

n

!

Volunteer Coordinator f RNSH Day on 24 May and Rev
Watanabe at-
Y tended the cere-
& mony. It was a
good opportunity
to catch up with
other volunteers.
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Rev Watanabes 2018 AGM Regort

2. Community support

As a member of the Japan Club of Sydney (JCS), and
the Japanese Society of Sydney (JSS), I have been sup-
porting their activities whenever there is a special
event. I am a Vice President of JCS and I mainly help
with their bulletin as a Chief Editor (since August
2009). Also whenever the community has an event, I
try to help in some area where I can provide support.
Through this volunteer support, I am able to meet and
talk to many new people who don’t have any relation-
ship with Hongwanji.

3. HBMA Bulletin

Since the first HBMA Bulletin was published in Sep-
tember 2000, it has already reached its 202nd (April/18)
edition. Rev George Gatenby kindly helps me with
proofreading and also provides Adelaide News. I would
like to take this opportunity to express my deepest ap-
preciation to Revs George, John, & Mark, who have
been providing Dharma messages. I also thank Mr
Graham Ranft who provided his articles whenever he
has something to write about Buddhism.

4. Study matters - Buddhist Scripture Teacher
I have taught Buddhist scripture class every Tuesday
morning at Lindfield East Public School (LEPS) for 10
years. However, as my children no longer attend this
school and LEPS now is a little too far from Gordon, I
decided to change to the Gordon West Public School
from this year on behalf of the Buddhist Council of
NSW. The brand new class -
started with 10 students but ‘” ‘g
now I have 17 children from [ =
. s o/
Kindergarten to Year 6.
Those children and their ™
parents seem very happy to
have an opportunity to
learn about Buddhism at] :
their school. Through this  Buddhist scripture class at
volunteer work, I am able to  Gordon West Public School
extend my presence within
the community, and people in this area have a chance
to get to know me as well as HBMA.

5. Sunday service, HBMA recreation

We have been conducting services on Sundays starting
at 11 am. We have been invit-
ing Revs. George Gatenby,
John Paraskevopoulos, Mark [
Healsmith to take turns each
year as a guest speaker to de-
liver an English Dharma mes-
sage, at one of our major obser-
vances at HBMA, such as
Hana-matsuri, Gotan-e, Obon
and Ho-on-ko.

Rev George organises Sunday
service twice a month at his home in Adelaide to give a
chance to local people to learn the teaching of Nem-
butsu.

HBMA invites young families and friends to our major
services, and it is wonderful to see their children from

2018 Hana Matsuri Service

time to time, especially it was good to have new chil-
dren at the last Hanamatsuri.

6. Public Relations

I have been providing monthly articles about
"Japanese word originated Buddhism” for over 13
years in the JCS newsletter, which is read by over 300
families. I've received many good comments regarding
this particular article. We have a little PR pamphlet
for visitors.

I also give my support for the Japanese Society of Syd-
ney Swim Club where there are more than 160 mem-
bers. Every Saturday I meet those children and their
parents so this is another way to meet possible future
members.

Revs George and John constantly update thelr web
sites to spread the [

teaching of Nem-
butsu.
On Wednesday 2

May 2018, T was in-
vited to talk about
my belief at the RSL
Paddington, just :
near the City cen-| ==
tral. This session is
called “Spirituality
in the Pub”.

7. The future of HBMA

In 2002 HBMA started a fund called "Hongwanji Tem-
ple of Sydney Building Fund" through the collection of
donations from members, supporters, their friends,
and also visitors from Japan. As of today we have 213
names on the list. $36,305 (+$969 since May 2017) has
been collected so far.

Hongwanji Kyoto has always been supportive of our
Mission and contributed a subsidy every year. As the
first contract of the present lease ends in July, the
rent amount might go up. So we still need more sup-
port from our members and supporters. We are still
planning to do some fundraising events, and also try
to reduce costs to make sure our mission can continue
permanently in this country for the sake of both pre-
sent, and future members.

We are very grateful to have some strong supporters,
who keep making occasional large contributions to our
mission. For the sake of these people and everyone
who contributes to our mission, we wish to show that
HBMA'’s activities will continue in a healthy condi-
tion. Any constructive ideas to expand our mission are
always very welcome!

Spirituarity in the Pub (2/5/2018)

I know it 1s not possible to carry out all HBMA activi-
ties by myself, but I believe that with the support of
all members and supporters, they will become achiev-
able. Together we will be able to work towards our ul-
timate goal; I would appreciate any help.

Sincerely in Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe




The following report was delivered by Rev Watanabe during the 2018 Annual
General Meeting which was held on 20 May 2018.

2018 Annual General Meeting

Rev Watanabe’s 2018 AGM Report

b
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- Minister's Report -

It was another successful and busy year with
many activities and observances throughout the
year.
I wish to share a couple of
highlights during the year.
First of all, the HBMA office
was moved to Gordon in July
2017, very convenient place
= to attend as this premises is
very close to Gordon station.
Then, I run full marathon in
Sep-
tember wishing this world to be
happy and safe place and also
for our mission’s future. X
Since we moved to the new [
place, many new people are vis- -
iting which is wonderful. Hope
this movement is keep us mov-
ing ahead towards bright fu-
ture.
Besides these events, we were
able to observe the regular ser-
vices as well as outside services
at a wider range of Buddhist activities in Sydney and
other areas. The following is a list of my activities
throughout the year ending May 2018

2017

May -« Attended Vesak service at Tumbalong Park
organised by Nan-Tien Temple(06/05).
- Attended Vesak Ceremony at Phuoc Hue(07/05).
+ Observed Gotan-e Service & HBMA AGM
Rev Gatenby shared English Dharma talk(14/05).
- IFTER dinner at Mary MacKillop Place (29/05).
+ Meeting with Mr Lhakupa, Representative of
His Holiness the Dalai Lama(07/06)
- IFTER dinner at the Itimat’s, a member of Af-
finity International Foundation(12/06).
- Participated the Japanese comunnity Féte(8/7).
- Joined RNSH Volunteer Appreciation Day(24/7).
+ HBMA office and minister’s residence moved to
732 Pacific Highway, Gordon (30/07).
Joined to the lecture of Dr Lobsang Sangay,
Leader of the Tibet(05/08).
+ Observed Obon/HBMA Re-Opening service(20/8).
Sep * Attended Ullambana at Phuoc Hue Temple (6/9).
- Joined Japan Festival in Chatswood (9/9).
- Participated to the Sydney Marathon for the
World peace and the future of HBMA (17/09).
- Officiated “Service of Respect” at Cowra (24/09).
Oct + Attended “500th Anniversary of the Reformation
Commemoration Inter-Religious Prayer Gather-
ing at the St Mary’s Cathedral(11/10).

HBMA office and minister’s
residence moved to 732 Pa-
cific Hwy Gordon (30/7/17).

I run full marathon at the
Sydney Running festival.

Jun

Jul

Aug -

+ Took part of Urasenke’s Spring Tea Ceremony in
Botanic Garden (15/10).
+ Participated in the funeral service for His Maj-
esty King Bhumibol, King of Thailand (26/10).
Nov-Observed Hoonko Service - Rev Paraskevopoulos
shared a Dharma talk. (12/11).
+ Invited to join Appreciation breakfast at the
Lindfield East PS (28/11).
Dec - Year End Service at the Tzu-Chi Foundation (3/12).
- Attended Japanese Emperor’s Birthday party (5/12).
-Participated Matsuri Japanese Festival (9/12).
-Joined RNSH Chaplain office EQY party(11/12).
-Organised an Omigaki clean up day (17/12).
-Observed Joya-E (NYE) service (31/12).

2018

Jan - Observed Shu-Sho-E (NYD) service (01/01).
-Visited Japanese Ambassador’s residence in
Canberra (20/01/18).
Feb - Observed Nirvana Day service. (11/2)
Mar-Participated in "Clean-up Australia Day" at Lane
Cove National Park (04/3).
-Observed the 7th year Me-
morial service of East-
Japan Earthquake (11/3). v
+Offered Buddhist chant at ‘I‘F
the 7th year Earthquake

Memorial in Crows Nest RevWatanabe sharing
(1 1 /3) his chanting (11/3/18

-Observed Autumn Higan-e (18/3).

Apr ‘Hana-matsuri - Guest Rev Healsmith and Rev
Sadamitsu (8/4).
-Invited to attend Anzac Day Peace Event in Lis-
more (24&25/4).

May - Participated in Spirituality in the Pub (02/05).
-Observed Go-tan-e Service & HBMA AGM(14/5).
-Vesak ceremony at Phuoc Hue Temple (27/5).

Below please find an outline of the both regular and special activi-
ties I have been doing for the past year, and also other items to re-
port.

1. Hospital and Nursing Home visitations

As a Buddhist Chaplain, I make regular visitations to
the Royal North Shore Hospital seeing Buddhist pa-
tients once a week (Thursdays). I also visit other Hos-
pitals such as North Shore Private, Hammond Care
Greenwich, Mater, etc. by special request and help
people who are concerned about their situation and try
to comfort and reassure these patients by listening to
them. I treasure encountering new patients but al-
ways pay the highest respect to them and I pay careful
attention of what I say. I also make follow-up visits
after patients leave the hospital. As an “Aged Care”
license holder, I can help more in this area. I received
an award for my 15 years of dedicated volunteer ser-
vice on 3 May 2016 at RNSH.

(Continues on page 3)
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Rev Watanabe was invited to attend
IFTER Dinners

The Most Rev Anthony Fisher OP Catholic Archbishop of Sydne

warmly welcomed Rev Watanabe (80/05/18)

The Most Rev Anthony Fisher OP, to the
Ifter Dinner to celebrate “Interfaith Har-
mony” at the St Mary’s Cathedral House on 30
May. Iftar is the evening

ﬂ It was once again my honour to be invited by

when Muslims
break their fast on each

evening during Ramadan,

meal

and is often a time when
observant Muslims gather

with friends, family and
 community to break their
fast together.

This dinner took place at
the Mary MacKillop
Place last year due to
the renovation but once
Ifter dinner was held at the St again came back to St

Mary’s Cathedral House beside of '
St Mary's Cathedral 30i05/18).  M.ary's Cathedral House.
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Sr _ Giovanni _ Farquer
ight) shared her prayer
and blessing (30/05/18)

Mr Joseph Payne once again made a won-
derful Master of Ceremony (30/05/18)
The started  with
“Welcome to Country” message
from the Wiradjuri Elder Ms
Elsie Heiss, followed by prayer

dinner

and blessing from Sr Giovanni

Most Rev Anthony Fisher Farquer RSJ, Director of the
shared his

(30/05/18)

address.
Commission for Ecumenism and

Inter-religious Relations for the
Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney.
Then we enjoyed the beautiful
dishes.

After we had our main course,
the Most Rev Anthony Fisher
shared his address, which was
followed by Dr Ibrahim Abu Mo-
Rev Watanabe with Dr  hammed, Grand Mufti of Austra-

Ibrahim Abu Moham- lia, who spoke in reply.
med, Grand Mufti
Australia (30/05/18)

of By attending this annual event,

I really felt that Australia is
such a peaceful country where all the religious groups
maintain harmoniously relationships without any con-
flicts. So Australia is very fortunate that we do not
have to worry about the constant fear of violence, and
can enjoy our every lives in peace.

G

In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe




